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" This profession is one of the most lucrative and " considerable ones in China, the most eminent per-" formers being either handsomely requited in money, " or still better rewarded by the credit and influence it " gives them with the party tickled, insomuch, that a " man's fortune is made as soon as he gets to be tickler " to any considerable Mandarin.
" The Emperor, as in justice he ought, enjoys this " pleasure in its highest perfection; and all the con-" siderable people contend for the honour and advan-" tage of this employment, the person who succeeds " the best in it being always the first favourite, and " chief dispenser of his Imperial power. The princi-" pal Mandarins are allowed to try their hands upon "his Majesty's sacred ears, and according to their " dexterity and agility, commonly rise to the posts of " first Ministers. His wives, too, are admitted to try " their skill; and she among them, who holds him by " the ear, is reckoned to have the surest and most last-" ing hold. His present Imperial Majesty's ears, as I " am informed, are by no means of a delicate texture, " and consequently not quick of sensation, so that it " has proved extremely difficult to nick the tone of "them: the lightest and finest hands have utterly " failed; and many have miscarried, who, from either " fear or respect, did not treat the Royal ears so roughly " as was necessary. He began his reign under the " hands of a bungling operator, whom for his clumsi-" ness he soon dismissed: he was afterwards attempted " by a more skilful tickler; but he sometimes failed "too, and not being able to hit the humour of his *' Majesty's ears, his own have often suffered for it.
" lu this public distress, and while Majesty laboured